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INTRODUCTION: 
Welcome to “A Birdseye View of the New Testament.”  I am Keith Andrews, and 
I will be your teacher for this class.  I will try to make it as interesting and 
painless as possible.  I pray that it will open up God’s Word to you in a fresh new 
way and that it will lead you toward a greater knowledge of the Savior and His 
plan for your life. 
 
PURPOSE: This is a survey class.  We are going to take a look at the entire New 
Testament in a fairly brief amount of time.  That means that we are going to 
have to hit the mountain-tops, deal with generalities, and leave a lot of detail for 
other classes.  The intent is to give you – the student – a good general 
background and context for what you will encounter in other more targeted 
studies or in your own daily Bible reading. 
 
CONTENT:  The class will begin with the historical and cultural background of 
the New Testament.  Then we will consider the important issues of biblical 
inspiration and authority.  If we are to gain full benefit from a study of God’s 
Word we need to realize that the Bible isn’t a textbook, it is God’s revelation of 
Himself to His people, to YOU.  We will then look at the historical books, the 
Gospel accounts and the book of Acts; the letters of Paul; the General epistles; 
and finally the book of Revelation.   
 
ONLINE VERSION:  The online class has been compressed into a 6 week 
study.  Because of that we will generally do 2 lessons per week, the first 
becoming available on Sunday and the second becoming available on 
Wednesday.  Included in the week’s lessons will be: 

 Video slide presentations of the lessons. Be sure to have your class 
workbook, a pen or pencil, and your Bible handy.  

 A discussions module where you can post your responses to my questions 
or, if you want, post questions of your own.  

 A review module to help you remember the most important points from 
the lessons. 

 A page entitled "Digging Deeper" for those who would like look further 
into what the Bible has to say - you might want to use your Bible for this 
one 

 

  



LESSON 1 

THE HISTORICAL, CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND 
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT - PART 1 

 
Amos 8:11-12 – “"The days are coming," declares the Sovereign LORD, 
"when I will send a famine through the land—not a famine of food or a 
thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD. Men will 
stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for the 
word of the LORD, but they will not find it.” 

 
1. The period of history between the Old and the New Testaments (the 
intertestamental period) began around 430 B.C. 

It was a period during which no inspired Scripture was written and no true 
prophetic message was given.  Because of that, the New Testament 
begins at a moment in time when people were hungry for a fresh Word 
from God. 
 

2. The four main sources for information about the 
Intertestimental Period are: 

a) Secular Jewish history  
The best known is Antiquities, by Flavius Josephus.  In book 18 
there are two references to Jesus, the first describing him as a, 
“worker of miracles,” and the second as “the Christ,” (i.e., 
Messiah).  Josephus also refers to Jesus as “the Christ” in book 20. 

b) The Apocrypha 
There were many religious writings produced during the 400 silent 
years.  However, none of them were considered authentic Scripture 
by early Christians.  The fact that this group of 15 books are 
referred as “the Apocrypha” – the word apocryphal means, “of 
doubtful authorship or authenticity” – gives us a clue about their 
authenticity.  Nevertheless, the books were accepted as canonical 
by the Roman Catholic Church but were rejected by Protestant 
leaders at the time of the Reformation.  Examples of apocryphal 
books include 1 & 2 Esdras, Wisdom of Solomon, and 1 & 2 
Madabees, and Bel and the Dragon. 

c) The Pseudepigrapha 
The word “pseudepigrapha” means “false writings.”  Many of the 
books in this category were falsely attributed to biblical characters 
– presumably to give them a sense of authenticity.  Examples 
would include Books of Adam and Eve, The Assumption of Moses, 
Book of Enoch, and Apocalypse of Baruch. 

  



d) Modern archaeology 
Archaeological research has, over and over again, served to 
establish the historicity of the New Testament accounts.  This, on 
occasion, happened when the researcher’s intent was just the 
opposite.  Included in this week’s material is an article about Sir 
William Ramsay that you might find interesting.  [Find and article 
and include a link to it] 
 

3. Many changes took place in Israel during this period. 
a) Political changes  Israel was ruled by the: 

1) Persians from: 536-333 B.C. 
2) Greeks from 333-167 B.C. 
3) Maccabean from 167-63 B.C. (also called the Hasmonean 
period).  It was a period of Jewish independence when the land 
was ruled by the descendants of Judas Maccabeus.   
4) Roman (63 B.C. to NT times) 

b) Population growth 
There were about 4 million Jews in the Roman Empire during NT 
times. About 700,000 lived in Israel and the surrounding regions.  
Many Jews lived in Egypt and Syria.  Interestingly, Gentiles 
outnumbered Jews in many of these biblical regions. 

c) Change in language (Heb. -> Aram. -> Gk.) 
Hebrew was the language of the Temple and synagogue.  Aramaic 
was a language that seems to have been picked up by the Jews 
during the Babylonian exile and assimilated into their culture.  
Greek was the language of commerce in NT times.  Jesus and his 
disciples probably understood all three.  Most of the OT is written 
in Hebrew, although there are a few portions written in Aramaic.  
Koiné (common) Greek is the language of the New Testament. 

d) Geographical changes 
The two regions of Israel (northern kingdom) and Judah (southern 
kingdom) of the OT had become Judea, Samaria, Galilee, Perea, 
and Decapolis in the NT period.   

e) Religious changes 
The NT sects of the Pharisees and the Saducees came into being 
during the intertestamental period.   
 

4. Notable persons and events: 
a) By the intertestamental period, the focus of Jewish worship 
had shifted from the Temple to the synagogue, lawkeeping was 
given greater prominence, and the Messianic hope was 
proclaimed. 

Synagogue – the word means “to gather together.”   
 



Synagogue worship actually started during the time of the exile 
when access to the Temple was not possible.  Synagogue worship 
consisted of prayers, antiphonal reading, psalm singing, Scripture 
reading, teaching, and a blessing. 
 
Salvation through law keeping became the predominant message 
of Jewish faith during the exile when Temple sacrifice was not 
possible.   
 
The Jewish message also included a strong hope in the coming 
Messiah (i.e., anointed one).  The expectation was that God would 
provide a political leader like King David or someone like the judges 
of old like Gideon to save the Jewish people and restore them to 
world prominence.  There was no expectation of a divine Savior 
who would be a suffering servant like Jesus. 

b) Even though he purposed to spread Greek culture throughout 
the world, Alexander the Great was favorably inclined toward the 
Jews. 

The spread of Greek culture is referred to as “Hellanization.”  The 
objective was that all conquered peoples would adopt the Greek 
language, Greek dress, and all other aspects of Greek culture.  
Their ethnic names would be changed to Greek names and they 
would be encouraged to reject their traditional religions in favor of 
the worship of the pagan deities of the Greek pantheon. 
 
Alexander gained control of more territory in 12 short years than 
anyone in history up to that time.  Although he couldn’t have 
known it, his exploits paved the way for the spread of the Gospel 
by providing the people of the time with a common language.   
 

c) At his death [at age 33], Alexander's empire was divided.  
[Between the Ptolemys and the Seleucids’] 

1) It was under Ptolemy that the Septuagint (a Greek 
translation of the OT) was completed. 

This very important translation was done in Alexandria, 
Egypt by a team of about 70 scholars.  Because of that it is 
often referred to as the LXX.  Many OT quotes in the NT are 
directly taken from the Septuagint.   

2) Antiochus (Epiphanes) [a member of the Seleucid family] 
violently opposed the Jewish religion. He killed 40,000 
Jews, sold another 40,000 into slavery and desecrated the 
temple—all because he heard that the Jews were happy 
about a false report of his death! 



Antiochus was called “Epiphanies” (meaning brilliant one) by 
the members of his court.  However, he was called 
“Epimanes” (meaning stupid one) by the common people.   
He erected a statue of Zeus in the Jewish Temple, had a pig 
sacrificed on the altar, and outlawed the practices of 
Judaism. 
 

d) A single family [the Macabees or Hasmoneans] led a successful 
revolt against Antiochus. 

1) Mattathias 
Mattathias started the revolt by refusing to sacrifice to Zeus, 
killing a royal agent, and destroying the altar. 

2) Judas (known as Judas Maccabeus, meaning "the 
hammer") 

Judas was the son of Mattathias.  He is given primary credit 
for the cleansing and rededication of the Temple on Dec. 25, 
165 B.C.   
 
The Jewish Feast of Dedication commemorates this event. 

3) Simon. 
Simon Maccabeus was Mattathias’ second son.  He ruled 
from 142 B.C until his death in 135 B.C.  He was also 
appointed and served as high priest. 

e) The region was brought under Roman rule by Pompey in 63 
B.C.  In 37 B.C. Herod "the Great" was appointed king of Judea. 

1) Herod's reign was noted for its brutality--he even has 
members of his own family assassinated. 

It was to Herod that the Wise Men had come to ask the 
whereabouts of the child “who had been born king of the 
Jews.”  Herod had already executed 2 wives and 3 of his 
own sons.  He clearly would do anything to eliminate 
whatever he perceived as a threat to his own power.  
Consider the report in Matt. 2:16 which says: “When Herod 
realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was 
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem 
and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in 
accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.”     

2) His most notable achievement was the rebuilding 
[remodeling] of the Temple. 

Herod’s purpose in restoring and renovating the Temple was 
to make the splendor of Jerusalem – his seat of power – 
equal to that of Rome.   

  



LESSON 2 
THE HISTORICAL, CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND 

OF THE NEW TESTAMENT - PART 2 
 
1. General conditions in the Greco-Roman world: 

a) Poverty and unrest were rampant 
There was no real middle-class.  Aristocratic landowners were very 
wealthy.  The working class of previous times became homeless 
mobs. 

b) Slavery was widely practiced. 
Most of the work was done by slaves or bond-servants. 

c) The culture was decidedly immoral: 
Male and female prostitutes were common and accepted. 

1) Divorce rates were very high. 
2) Abortion and infanticide were common and accepted. 

Unwanted children were often “exposed” (i.e., left 
somewhere unattended).  Most died, but some were raised 
as slaves or prostitutes. 

3) Entertainment was strongly bent toward sex (theatre) 
and violence (the gladiatorial contests). 

Pornography was accepted as art and was commonly used 
as decoration in public places. 

d) Religion was not a source of hope. It was characterized by 
fatalism.  Common religions in the Greco-Roman world: 

Polytheism – The Greek and Roman gods were considered to have 
great power, but they exhibited the same character weaknesses as 
the humans they ruled – often to a greater degree.  They were like 
supernatural sinners! 
 
Emperor Worship – It was the practice of the Roman senate to 
deify emperors who had ruled well after their deaths.  Some 1st 
Century emperors claimed deity for themselves (Caligula, Nero, and 
Domitian, to name a few) and required the worship of their 
subjects.  Early Christians often claimed “Jesus is Lord” rather than 
“Caesar is Lord” at the cost of their lives. 

 
Mystery Religions – These religions borrowed heavily from those of 
the far East and Egypt.  Some believe that Christians derived much 
of their doctrine from these religions.  It is far more likely, 
however, that these syncrenistic religions incorporated Christian 
teaching and practices into their own belief systems. 
 



Gnosticism – Gnosticism is a philosophical dualism in which the 
visible (material) is seen as evil and the invisible (spiritual) is seen 
as good.  God becoming man is the same as good becoming evil 
from the gnostic point of view.  For the dead (who have become 
spirit) to be reunited to their flesh in a resurrection is equally 
abhorrent!  Nevertheless, there were those who tried to reconcile 
the teachings of Judaism or Christianity with Gnosticism. 
 
In this cultural religious environment, Christians were not well 
accepted.  The Church as a whole was not sanctioned by Rom and 
was, therefore, viewed with suspicion and hostility.  Christians were 
persecuted as: 

Atheists – because they denied the existence of the Roman 
gods and refused to participate in emperor worship. 
Social outcasts – because they avoided participating in the 
pagan festivals. 
Cannibals – because their participation in the Lord’s Supper 
was widely misunderstood.  They were rumored to gather 
for the purpose of eating the flesh and drinking the blood of 
a man.  

 
2. The general conditions in the areas around Jerusalem: 

a) The economy was very poor. The land was overpopulated, 
wages were low and taxes were high. 

Remember Mark 14:7 – “The poor you will always have with you, 
and you can help them any time you want.”   
 
At least part of the poverty can be explained by the high level of 
taxation and the corruption that went along with it.  The Jews were 
required to pay taxes to Rome and to pay a Temple tax.  And we 
know from the NT itself that the tax collectors were notorious for 
collecting more than they were authorized to receive. 

b) There was a high degree of political unrest. 
The Jewish community in and around Jerusalem was divided over 
whether they should comply with Rome and support their 
appointed king or whether they should seek to overthrow the 
Romans by revolt and insurrection.   

c) The Jewish social ladder (from the top down) consisted of: 
1) Sadducees 
2) Pharisees 
3) Common people 
4) Publicans and other sinners 
5) Slaves 

 



3. The culture was ripe and ready for the coming of Christ and the 
spread of the gospel. 

Gal. 4:4 says: “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son . . . “  
God knew that exact right time for our Savior to come on the scene – it 
was no accident. 
a) Politics 

1) Unified government 
Even though the Roman government was not pro-
Christianity, it was a consistent and effective power.  Paul 
used his Roman citizenship as a tool for evangelism. 

2) Universal language 
Because koine Greek had become the common language for 
carrying on business throughout the Roman world, it was 
not necessary to translate the Scriptures in order for them to 
be distributed and read and understood. 

3) Good road system / safe travel 
Actually some of the poorest roads in the Roman empire 
were in the areas around Jerusalem.  The Roman road 
system in general, though, was excellent – smooth and 
straight.  These were well used by Paul and other early 
Christian missionaries. 

4) Pax Romana 
Because of the strength of the Roman army, peace was 
maintained and order was enforced throughout the empire.   

b) Weak economy 
c) Widespread immorality [Items already covered] 
d) Religion 

1) The Roman world was pagan 
2) The Jews of the diaspora had established synagogues 
and had carried the LXX throughout the Roman world. 

 
4. Important groups and institutions of the Jewish religion: 

a) Pharisees 
1) Sought to separate themselves from the common 
people. 

The name “Pharisee” actually means “separated one.” 
2) Strongly opposed Hellenism. 
3) Religious conservatives--believed in the resurrection 
and an afterlife, angels and demons, and taught about the 
coming Messiah. 

The problem with the Pharisees was not one of doctrine, it 
was a heart problem. 

b) Sadducees 
1) A small but influential and aristocratic group. 



2) Supported the assimilation of the Jews into Greco-
Roman culture. 
3) Religious liberals--rejected all oral tradition and denied 
anything spiritual. 

c) Essenes 
1) An extreme sect of the Pharisees.  They withdrew from 
society and lived in the wilderness near the Dead Sea. 

There is continuing speculation that John the Baptist could 
have been a member of this sect.   

2) They were diligent students of the Scriptures. 
The famous “Dead Sea Scrolls” were probably produced and 
hidden away by Essenes. 

d) Zealots 
1) A political group determined to win Jewish 
independence from Roman rule. 
2) They looked for a Messiah to accomplish this. 

e) Herodians 
1) Supported the dynasty of Herod and cooperation with 
the Romans. 

f) Sanhedrin 
1) The Supreme Court of the Jews--composed of 71 
members. 
2) Was limited by the Roman govt. to deal with religious 
matters only. 

 

 
  



LESSON 3 
THE INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY OF  

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 
People have a lot of differing views about what the Bible actually is.  The 
prevailing views are that the Scripture is: 

Humanly invented – That the Bible is a collection of human writings 
and contains human ideas; come correct and some not.  There is 
no “god” involved in its production or in its use. 
Religiously Motivated – The Bible is a book written by godly men 
about their experiences with God.  Though it has the type of errors 
and misjudgments common to all human works, it contains truth 
about God’s nature and His works. 
Divinely Inspired – The Bible is God’s own revelation about Himself 
and His plan given to and through men.  The Holy Spirit conveyed 
the true Word of God to the biblical writers using words and 
expressions that they could understand. 
 

1. How can we say that the New Testament is "inspired"?  What role 
did the Holy Spirit play in its authorship? 

To say that the Scripture is inspired is to say that its words and ideas 
began with God – He is the author of the Bible. 
 
As to the role of the Holy Spirit: Peter, one of the men used by the God to 
write the New Testament said, “You must understand that no prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy 
never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” – 2 Peter 1:20-21. 

 
2. What does it mean to say the NT is infallible? 

We often hear that the Scripture is inerrant and infallible.  That means 
that the Scripture, first of all, is without mistakes or falsehoods and 
secondly, that its statements are authoritative and dependable.  This is 
important because Christians need to know and believe that the Bible, the 
Word of God, can be trusted.   
a) Autographs 

The statement of inerrancy and infallibility is made concerning the 
original documents of Scripture – written exactly as they were 
inspired by the Holy Spirit.  Those documents were perfect in every 
way.     

b) Copies 
All Scripture that we use today is some kind of copy; the originals 
no longer exist as far as we know.  However, we know that copies 



of the biblical text were made letter by letter, line by line, page by 
page by men who had committed their lives to preserving God’s 
Word.  Their copies were like handmade Xerox copies!  Still, errors 
could creep in.  However, we also know that God protects His 
Word.  It is certain that even if minor errors and difficulties exist 
there are none so severe as to affect any doctrine or biblical 
principle. 

c) Translations 
Since most of us do not speak Hebrew, Aramaic, and Koiné Greek, 
even if we had the original Scripture documents we wouldn’t be 
able to read or understand them.  Therefore, they require 
translation.  The objective of the Bible translator is to convert the 
message of Scripture from its original language into the language 
we understand in the clearest most accurate way possible.   

 
3. How were the individual books of the NT chosen? 

a) Recognition of Scripture vs. Declaration of Scripture.  
There are many who believe that, at some point in history, there 
was a gathering of Christian leaders who chose certain writings 
they liked and, after discussion, voted them into the Bible.  In other 
words, they created the NT by declaration.  That is fiction.  The 
Church Counsels met to affirm the books of Scripture that the 
church already recognized and were already treating as inspired, 
inerrant, and infallible; writings which had come under attack from 
those outside the faith who wished to corrupt God’s Word for their 
own purposes.   
 
It is helpful to see what the NT says about itself.   Consider the 
following passages:  
2 Tim. 3:16 (NASB) – “All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness . . .” 
Gal. 1:11-12 – “I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I 
preached is not something that man made up. I did not receive it 
from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by 
revelation from Jesus Christ.” 
1 Cor. 2:12-13 (ESV) – “We have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand 
the things freely given us by God.  And we impart this in words not 
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.” 
2 Pet. 3:2 – “I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by 
the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior 
through your apostles.” 



b) Four "tests"  
These were actually confirmations; the books were already 
recognized to be Scripture. 
1) Apostolicity 

The book was written by an apostle or by one in direct 
contact with one or more of the apostles.   

2) Universality 
The book was accepted as authoritative and was already 
being used by the Christian community as a whole. 

3) Doctrine 
The book’s teaching is consistent with that of the OT and the 
teaching of the apostles. 

4) Intrinsic worth 
The books was demonstrated to have both spiritual depth 
and the power to transform. 

 
4. Chronology of the NT books 

40's - James, Galations 
50's - 1 and 2 Thess., Mark, Matthew, 1 and 2 Cor., Romans 
60's - Luke, Acts, Col., Eph., Php., Phil., 1 Peter, 1 Tim., Titus,     
         Heb., 2 Peter, 2 Tim., Jude 
80's - 1, 2 and 3 John, John  
90's - Revelation 

5. Significant documents and events: 
a) Canon of Marcion (140 A.D.) 

Marcion was a heretical teacher who believed that the God of the 
OT was an evil god while the God of the NT was good.  He allowed 
his followers to read an edited version of Luke and all of Paul’s 
epistles except 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus.  He specifically rejected all 
other NT books.   
 
This is important because it shows that the other books were 
already thought of as Scripture and authoritative.  He wanted them 
eliminated because they refute his doctrine. 

b) Muratorian Fragment (170 A.D.) 
This is a fairly early list of NT books that parallels the one in your 
Bible except that it is missing James and 3 John.  Matthew and 
Mark are also not mentioned, however, Luke is listed as the “3rd 
Gospel.” 

c) Early "Church Fathers" 
In Acts 14:23 it says that, “Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for 
them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them 
to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.”  Ultimately, the 
leadership of the early church was left in the hands of men like 



these.  Many of them kept a written record of the content of their 
teaching, their commentary on the Scripture, the worship practices 
of their churches, etc.   
 
This is of particular interest to us because, in the course of their 
writings, these men quoted from all of the NT books as 
authoritative sources.  It is also significant that none of them ever 
quoted from the apocryphal books.   

 

  



LESSON 4 
COMPARING THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS: 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
 

I sometimes ask students the question, “How many Gospels are there?”  
Most people answer, “four.”  It is kind of a trick question, because the 
right answer is 1.  The “Gospel” is the good news; the good news of God’s 
gracious plan to save His people through Jesus Christ, the “Lamb of God.”  
The NT contains four accounts of the one gospel. 
 
When the word “gospel” is used in the NT it never means a book; it 
always refers to the message that Christ and the apostles announced.   
 

1. What does "synoptic" mean? 
The word simply means, “a seeing together.”  The gospels according to 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke deal with the same time period and many of the 
same events in the life and ministry of Jesus.  It is often helpful to 
compare one against another when studying a particular incident or 
teaching. 

 
For some, however, the similarities – and minor differences – in the gospel 
accounts creates a problem . . . 

What is the "synoptic problem"? 
The NIDB (New International Dictionary of the Bible) puts it this 
way: 

“If the three gospels are totally independent, how can we account for 
the minute verbal agreements in their text?  If they are copied from 
each other or compiled freely from common sources, how can they be 
original and authoritative?  Are they truly writings inspired by God or 
are they merely combinations of anecdotes that may or may not be 
true?” 
 

Ideas to consider: 
1. Each gospel account has its own distinctive audience and purpose. 
2. A gospel account, like all history, is selective; not everything can be 

included.  As John said: “Jesus did many other things as well. If 
every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the 
whole world would not have room for the books that would be 
written.” – John 21:25. 

3. There were other written, though non-Scriptural, accounts of Jesus’ 
life that could have influenced the gospel writers.   

4. The Holy Spirit must never be discounted in the writing of the 
gospel accounts.  Jesus even told his disciples: “The Holy Spirit . . . 
will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  -- John 14:26. 



 
Looking at the synoptic gospels individually 
 
2. MATTHEW 

a) Purpose – Matthew does not explicitly state his purpose.  However, it 
is clear that the main theme of the book is that Jesus is the Messiah.   
b) Authorship  

1) Tradition says that Matthew is the same man that Mark and 
Luke identify as Levi, the tax collector and disciple of Jesus.   
2) The book seems to be written with the Jewish/Christian 
audience in mind. 

Matthew quotes from the Old Testament more often than 
any other gospel writer (53 times).  
 
He assumes that his readers are familiar with Scripture and 
Jewish traditions.   

c) Major teaching discourses of Jesus recorded in Matthew: 
1) Sermon on the Mount (Chapters 5-7) 
2) Instructions to disciples (Chapter 10) 
3) Judgment of the Pharisees (Chapter 23) 
4) Little Apocalypse (Chapters 24-25) 

d) Other significant teachings: 
1) Parables of the kingdom (Chapters 13, 18, 20-22, 25). 
2) The Great Commission (Chapter 28:18-20) 

 
3. MARK 

a) Purpose 
Mark 1:1 – “The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God.”  In this statement, Mark seems to imply that what he 
is presenting does not contain the complete story of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God.  He considers Jesus earthly ministry to be just the 
beginning of a larger story.   

b) Authorship 
1) There is little argument that John Mark was the writer of this 
Gospel account. 

1) John Mark was possibly the cousin of Barnabas 
2) he accompanied Paul & Barnabas on their first mission 
trip, although, because of a dispute, didn’t complete it. 
3) He was an associate of Peter. 
4) He ministered with Timothy. (2 Tim. 4:11) 

2) Mark seems to have been written for a Greek-speaking Gentile 
audience. 

1) There are very few references to Jewish law or customs. 



2) When there are Jewish references they are always 
explained. 

c) Main theme = Jesus is the Servant of the Lord. 
1) Emphasizes Jesus' works rather than His teaching. 
2) Mark is a gospel of action. 

d) Problems with Mark 16:9-20 
 
4. LUKE 

a) Purpose 
Luke 1:1-4 – “Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the 
things that have been fulfilled among us,  just as they were handed 
down to us by those who from the first were eye-witnesses and 
servants of the word.  Therefore, since I myself have carefully 
investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to 
me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 
so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been 
taught. 
 
1) Luke made a point of historical accuracy. 
2) His intent was that our faith would have basis in fact. 
3) Luke stresses the universality of the gospel, that salvation is for 
Gentiles and Jews alike (See 2:10, 29-32, 3:4-6, 10:30-37, 17:16, 
24:46-47). He also emphasizes the prayer life of Jesus and the 
need for praise and thanksgiving. 
4) This Gospel account seems to be have been aimed at an 
intellectual Greek-speaking audience. 
 

 
b) Authorship 

1) Luke’s authorship of this Gospel account is almost universally 
accepted. 
2) Luke was a Gentile who accompanied Paul  
3) Luke was also the author of the book of Acts. 
 

c) Main theme = Jesus was a true man. 
d) Major teachings of Jesus recorded in Luke: 

1) The Sermon on the plain (Luke 6:17-49) 
2) The commissioning of the 72 (Chapter 10) 
3) Teachings and parables (Chapters 11-18) 
 
 

Click HERE for a list of events that were recorded on all three synoptic gospels. 

 
  



LESSON 5 

THE FOURTH GOSPEL: The Gospel according to John 
 

1. Purpose 
a) John 20:31 - “. . . these are written so that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.” 
 

2. Authorship 
a) Overwhelming internal evidence (i.e., what the book itself says) and 
external evidence (i.e., historic and other documentary evidence) points to 
John (the disciple of Jesus) as the author of the fourth gospel. 

 
3. Main Themes = Jesus is the God/man 

a) Jesus is God (See 1:1, 18; 10:30) 
b) Jesus is the Son of God (See 3:16; 10:36; 20:31) 
c) Jesus is man (1:14; 4:6-8; 11:35; 12:27; 19:5, 28, 34) 

 
4. John's gospel is grammatically simple but theologically complex.  

a) Additional themes include: 
1) The λογος "Word" (1:1, 14) 
2) Light and darkness (1:5, 3:19, 8:12, 12:35, 12:46) 
3) Life (1:4; 3:16; 4:14; 6:35; 8:12; 10:10) 

b) John's gospel account emphasizes the Judean ministry of Jesus (the 
first year of His public ministry). The synoptic accounts emphasize Jesus' 
ministry in Galilee.   
c) Ninety percent of John's gospel is unique; the events and sayings it 
records are not found in any of the synoptic accounts. 
d) John presents the miracles of Jesus as "signs" of His Messiah-ship and 
of His divinity. 

1) Water into wine (2:1-11) 
2) Official's son - (4:46-54) 
3) Man at the pool - (5:1-9) 
4) Man born blind - (9:1-7) 
5) Feeding of the 5000 - (6:5-13) 
6) Walking on water - (6:19-21) 
7) Raising of Lazarus (11:1-44) 
8) Large catch of fish - (21:1-11) 

 
A NOTE ON MIRACLES:  

 The background of miracles is that God, at every point in every way, is 
greater than His creation. God is supernatural.   



 Anything which deviates from the natural order of things could be 
considered miraculous.  Miracles are incidents in which God acts in a 
manner contrary to nature’s laws but according to His own divine purpose.  

 The gospel writers took the possibility of miracles for granted.  
 They were signs of Jesus' lordship over every aspect of life and nature. 

 
A NOTE ON SIGNS: 

 Signs point to something or instruct us about something.  So it is with the 
“signs” in the gospel according to John. 

 NIDB – A sign is “something addressed to the senses to attest the 
existence of a divine power.” 

 Seeing signs often led to belief and trust in Jesus, the Son of God. 
Jn. 2:11 – [water into wine]“. . . his disciples put their faith in him.” 
Jn. 4:53 – [Healing the royal official’s son]“. . . he and all his 
household believed.” 
Jn. 6:14 – [Feeding 5000]“After the people saw the miraculous sign 
that Jesus did, they began to say, ‘Surely this is the Prophet who is 
to come into the world.’” 
Jn. 9:25-27 – [Healing the man born blind]“One thing I do know. I 
was blind but now I see!" . . . Do you want to become his disciples, 
too?" 
Jn. 11:45 – [Raising Lazarus from the dead]“. . . many of the Jews 
who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their 
faith in him. 

 
5. John records the many emphatic εγω ειμι, "I am" statements of 
Jesus.  

Jn. 4:25-26 – “The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is 
coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us."  Then Jesus 
declared, "I who speak to you am he."  
Jn. 6:35/48 – “I am the bread of life.”  
Jn. 6: 51 – “I am the living bread.” 
Jn. 8:12 – “I am the light of the world.”   
Jn. 8:18 – “I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the 
Father, who sent me." 
Jn. 8:24 – “I am the one I claim to be.”   
Jn. 8:28 – “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am the one I claim to be.”  
Jn. 8:58 – “Before Abraham was born, I am!"  
Jn. 10:7 – “I am the gate for the sheep.” 
Jn. 10:9 – “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.”   
Jn. 10:11/14 – “I am the good shepherd.”   
Jn. 11:25 – “I am the resurrection and the life.”   
Jn. 14:6/15:6 – “I am the way and the truth and the life.”   



Jn. 18:5-8 – “Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went 
out and asked them, "Who is it you want?" "Jesus of Nazareth," they 
replied. "I am he," Jesus said. . . When Jesus said, "I am he," they drew 
back and fell to the ground.  Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?" 
And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." "I told you that I am he," Jesus 
answered.” 
 

NOTE: “Ego eimi,” these seemingly simple words have great impact when used 
in the manner that Jesus used them.  In the language of the NT, the single word 
eimi means “I am.”  One would only add ego, the pronoun “I” to eimi to 
emphasize the role of the speaker.  Ego eimi literally translates: “I, I am” and 
means me and no one else.  So when Jesus said these things He was saying that 
there was no other living bread, no other divine light, no other gate or way, no 
other source for truth or life.  There is no other Savior.  There is no other hope 
for everlasting life except Jesus.   

 

  



LESSON 6 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE BUILDING OF 
THE EARLY CHURCH: The Book of Acts 

 
1. Authorship 

a) The book of Acts was written by Luke, the gospel author.  
b) Luke's gospel account told what Jesus began to do 
and teach in His earthly ministry.  Acts tells what the risen Lord continues 
to do and teach in His church through the Holy Spirit. 

 
2. Acts covers a span of about 33 years (A.D. 30-63).  

a) This is about the same amount of time as the gospels which begin with 
the birth of Jesus. 

3. Purpose 
a) Historical 

1) Acts serves to provide an accurate historical account of the 
spread of the gospel message in the 1st Century. 
2) The account is selective, focusing primarily on the westerly 
movement of the gospel through the ministries of Peter and Paul – 
the gospel also spread east and south. 

b) Interpretive 
1) Acts provides important historical background for the epistles. 

c) Doctrinal 
1) The book contains several sermons and testimonies which 
present the essentials of the gospel as taught by the apostles. 
2) The book is very helpful in developing our understanding of the 
role of the Holy Spirit in the building of the Church. 

d) Practical 
1) Acts provides us with motives and methods for missions in our 
own time. 

 
4) Important passages and events: 

a) Jesus' final instructions and ascension (Acts 1:4-9). 
b) The day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-41). 
c) The martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 6:8-15, 7:54-8:1). 
d) The conversion of Saul/Paul (9:1-9, 22:6-21, 26:12-18) 
e) Peter's vision (10:9-16) 
f) The commissioning of Paul and Barnabas (13:2-3) 
g) The council at Jerusalem (15:1-21). 
h) Paul's arrest (21:27-36). 
i) Paul before the Sanhedrin (22:30-23:10) 
j) Paul before Felix, Festus and Agrippa (24-26) 
k) Paul in Rome (28:11-31) 



 
5) Parallels between the ministries of Peter and Paul: 

a) People receive the Holy Spirit (8:14-17, 19:1-6). 
b) Healing a crippled person (8:14-17, 19:1-6). 
c) Healing an elderly person (9:32-34, 28:8-9). 
d) Restoring life to the dead (9:36-41, 20:9-12). 
e) Miraculous escape from prison (12:6-17, 16:25-40) 

 
6) Comparison of passages dealing with the gift of the Holy Spirit:  

Acts 2:1-41 8:9-17  9:1-18  10:34-48 19:1-7 
Who received the 
Holy Spirit? 
 
 
 
Is water baptism  
involved? 
 
 
 
Is there evidence of  
the presence of the  
Holy Spirit? 
 
 
Were both believers 
and unbelievers 
present? 
 
 
Was laying-on of 
hands involved? 



7) The outline of the book of Acts - demonstrates the fulfillment of 1:8. 
Acts 1:8 – “. . . you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

The movement of the gospel from Jerusalem to Judea, to Samaria, 
to the “ends/uttermost parts of the earth” is the over-all outline of 
the book. 

Chapters 1-12 
Focus of activity – Jewish Christians 
Setting of activity – Jerusalem 
Central Figure – Peter 

Chapters 13-28 
 Focus of activity – Gentile Christians 

Setting of activity – Antioch served as a missions base 
Central Figure – Paul 
 

NOTE: The word translated “ends of the earth” or “uttermost parts 
of the earth” in Acts 1:8 is eschatos.  This word is most often given 
a time sense rather than a geographical  sense.  A proper 
understanding would probably be “until the end of the age” or 
practically, until Jesus returns. 

 

  



LESSON 7 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PAULINE EPISTLES 
 
1. Paul, the man: 

a) Three sides of Paul: 
1) Jewish - Paul was well educated in the rabbinical tradition. 

According to Acts 22:3, Paul received his religious training in 
Jerusalem from Gamaliel (a noted teacher of the Jewish 
law).  The length of Paul’s stay in Jerusalem is unknown. 

2) Hellenist - Paul grew up away from Jerusalem as a Jew in a 
Greek culture. 

a. Paul’s epistles and his ability to deal with the philosophers 
is Athens attest to this knowledge of Hellenistic culture.  
However, there is no evidence that pagan religion influenced 
Paul’s theology in any way. 
b. Paul seemed to exist as part of a culture within a culture, 
tenaciously clinging to his own Jewishness in the world of 
the Greeks. 

3) Roman - Paul was a Roman citizen and utilized the benefits of 
his citizenship in ministry. 

a. Roman citizenship could be purchased, but Paul was a 
citizen by birth. 
b. Being a citizen of the Roman Empire brought with it 
several privileges and an additional element of protection 
under the law. 

b) Paul, the Pharisee  
Acts 22:3 – “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up 
in this city. Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of 
our fathers and was just as zealous for God as any of you are 
today.”  
Acts 26:4-5 – “The Jews all know the way I have lived ever since 
I was a child, from the beginning of my life in my own country, and 
also in Jerusalem. They have known me for a long time and can 
testify, if they are willing, that according to the strictest sect of our 
religion, I lived as a Pharisee.”   
Gal. 1:13 – “You have heard of my previous way of life in 
Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to 
destroy it.” 

c) Paul's conversion  
Acts 26:11-18 – “Many a time I went from one synagogue to 
another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to 
blaspheme. In my obsession against them, I even went to foreign 
cities to persecute them. 



"On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the 
authority and commission of the chief priests.  About noon, O King, 
as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the 
sun, blazing around me and my companions.  We all fell to the 
ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the 
goads.’  "Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ "‘I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied.  ‘Now get up and stand on 
your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and 
as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show 
you.  I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. 
I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in me.’ 
 
Also read Acts 9:1-9 and Acts 22:6-11. 
 
The change in Paul after his conversion was startling.  The man 
who had committed his life to the destruction of the church of the 
Lord Jesus and putting an end to the spread of His gospel became 
Christ’s ambassador and apostle to the Gentiles.  His life now 
committed to the establishment of churches and the proclamation 
of the gospel throughout the world.   

 
d) Paul’s mission journeys: 

1) First - Acts 13-14 
2) Second - Acts 15:36-18:22 
3) Third - Acts 18:23-21:26 

 
2. The Pauline epistles: 

a) There are 13 which are part of the canon. 
b) There are several biblical references to other letters which are not part 
of the Bible.  
c) The early Church Fathers quoted from all the epistles that are present 
in the NT and from none of those that are lost! 

 
3. Observations concerning epistles: 

a) All epistles are “occasional” documents.  They were written to address: 
1) Doctrinal errors 
2) Unacceptable or immoral behaviors 
3) Misunderstandings  

b) When we read the epistles we often have answers but have to deduce 
the original questions from the context. 



c) Like all letters, the biblical epistles were meant to be read all the way 
through.  That means we must be very careful about the context in which 
individual statements are found. 
d) The Pauline epistles tend to break down into two main sections, the 
first statements of fact (indicative verbs), and the second instructions for 
behaviors (imperative verbs).   

1) Right and godly behaviors can only flow from a right relationship 
with God. 
2) In life, being precedes doing. 

 
4. The classifications of Paul's letters: 

a) Soteriological - emphasizing the redeeming work of Christ. 
1) 1 & 2 Corinthians 
2) Galatians 
3) Romans 

b) Christological - emphasizing the person of Christ. 
1) Colossians 
2) Ephesians 
3) Philippians 
4) Philemon 

c) Ecclesiological - emphasizing the organization and practices of the 
church. 

1) 1 & 2 Timothy 
2) Titus 

d) Eschatological - emphasizing the end of the 
age and the judgment of Christ. 

1) 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
 
 

  



LESSON 8 

PAUL WRITES ABOUT REDEMPTION 
 
1. Sin 

The classical meaning of the NT word “sin” is “not to hit” or “to miss the 
mark”.  The New International Dictionary of the Bible defines sin this way: 
“Sin is that condition and activity of human beings that is offensive to God, 
their Creator.”  And Rom 2:23 (NLT) reminds us that “everyone has sinned; 
we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.   
 

a) Leads to death  
Rom. 6:23 – “The wages of sin is death. . .” 

b) Separates one from God  
1 Cor. 6:9 – “. . . the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  

c) Sin entered the world through Adam  
Rom. 5:12 – “. . . sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because 
all sinned.” 

d) Effects the whole world  
Gal. 3:22 – “the Scripture declares that the whole world is a 
prisoner of sin . . .” 

e) Springs from a lack of faith  
Rom 14:23b – “. . . everything that does not come from faith is 
sin.” 

f) Paul considers himself to be the greatest of sinners.  
1 Tim. 1:15 – “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—
of whom I am the worst.” 

 
2. The purpose of the law 

NIDB – “The law is divine instruction . . . it is plain from the Decalogue (10 
Commandments) that morality is not to be derived from human standards 
and the verdict of society but from God and His declarations, and one’s 
relationship of subordination to him.  Right and wrong are not determined by 
the voice of society but by the voice of God.” 

a) Makes us aware of sin  
Rom. 3:20 – “. . . through the law we become conscious of sin.” 

b) Is for the lawless  
1 Tim. 1:9 – “We also know that law is made not for the righteous 
but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy 
and irreligious . . .”  

c) Must be kept in every part  
Gal. 3:10 – “It is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who does not 
continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.’” 



James 2:10 – “Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at 
just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.” 

 
3. Atonement 

a) Christ our substitute  
Rom. 3:25-26 – “God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, 
through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, 
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished — he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, 
so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 
Jesus. 

1) Took our sin  
2 Cor. 5:21 – “God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us . . .” 

2) Died in our place  
Rom. 5:8 – “. . . While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” 

3) Redemption / forgiveness is through Him alone  
Eph. 1:7 – “In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace . . .” 

4) The 2nd Adam  
Rom. 5: 19 – “Just as through the disobedience of the one 
man the many were made sinners, so also through the 
obedience of the one man the many will be made 
righteous.” 

5) Raised for our justification  
Rom. 4:25 – “He was delivered over to death for our sins 
and was raised to life for our justification.” 

 
4. Justification -- a pardon from guilt 

A sinner is justified when God graciously pardons him from the penalty for his 
sin and declares him righteous. His justification is based solely on the merits 
of Christ rather than any righteousness  acts of his own.  It is credited to the 
sinner because of his faith (i.e., his trust) in Christ.   

a) From God 
Rom. 8:33 – “Who will bring any charge against those whom God 
has chosen? It is God who justifies.”  

b) By faith and not works of law  
Rom. 3: 28 – “We maintain that a man is justified by faith apart 
from observing the law.” 

 
5. Reconciliation 



a) Through Christ the relationship between God and man is 
restored. 

Rom. 5:1 – “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ . . .” 

 
 -- Cross/Bridge Analogy -- 

 
6. New Life 

a) Dead to sin, alive to God  
Rom. 6:2, 11 – “. . . We died to sin; how can we live in it any 
longer? . . . count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.” 

b) Free gift  
Rom. 6:23 – “. . . the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

c) New life is lived in/by the Holy Spirit  
Gal. 6:8 – “The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from 
that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the 
Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” 
1) All Christians have the indwelling Spirit of God.  

Rom. 8:9 – “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful 
nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And 
if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not 
belong to Christ.” 

2) Leads to life and peace  
Rom 8:6 – “The mind controlled by the Spirit is life and 
peace.”  
Rom. 14:17 – “The kingdom of God is not a matter of 
eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit.” 

  



LESSON 9 

PAUL WRITES ABOUT THE CHURCH 

 
1. The nature of the church 

Nowhere in the NT is the word “church” used to refer to a building.  The 
church of the NT is to be seen as the continuation of the “congregation” of 
the OT.  It is the people of God, a people which is called, saved, and kept by 
God’s power for God’s purpose. 
 

a) Jesus Christ is the builder and owner of the Church  
Matt. 16:18 (NLT) – “. . . I will build my church, and all the 
powers of hell will not conquer it.” 

b) The church is the body of Christ - Christ is the head of the 
Church  

Eph. 1:22-23 – “God placed all things under his feet and 
appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is 
his body . . .”   

c) The Church is the temple of the Holy Spirit  
1 Cor. 3:16 – “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s 
temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” 
2 Cor. 6:16 – “We are the temple of the living God. As God has 
said: ‘I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their 
God, and they will be my people.’” 

d) The church was purchased with the blood of Christ 
1 Cor. 6:19-20 – “You are not your own; you were bought at a 
price. . .” 

e) Christ is the foundation and cornerstone of the Church  
1 Cor. 3:11- “No one can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”   
Eph 2:19-20 – “You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but 
fellow-citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”  

f) The church glorifies God  
Eph. 3:21 – “To him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

 
2. What is required of the Church? 

1 Thess. 5:11-22 – “Encourage one another and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing. Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those 
who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who 
admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their 
work. Live in peace with each other. And we urge you, brothers, warn 



those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always 
try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 
    Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do 
not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. 
Avoid every kind of evil. 
 
Paul also writes much about: 

Accepting one another, serving one another, maintaining unity and 
sound teaching, and seeing ourselves as Christ’s ambassadors and 
ministers of reconciliation. 

 
3. Leadership in the Church 

a) Leaders are called by God  
1 Tim. 1:12 – “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me 
strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his 
service.” 

b) Ministries are directed by God  
1 Cor. 3:5-6 – “the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted 
the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.”   

c) Leaders are to prepare the saints to do the work of 
ministry/service  

Eph. 4:11-12 (ESV) – “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry. . . 

d) Leaders must exercise discipline  
Titus 3:9-10 – “Avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and 
arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are 
unprofitable and useless. Warn a divisive person once, and then 
warn him a second time. After that, have nothing to do with him.” 

e) Leaders must remain faithful to their calling  
1 Cor. 4:2 – “It is required that those who have been given a trust 
must prove faithful.”   

 
4. Requirements for church leaders: 

a) Elders  
In Paul’s pastoral epistles the terms “elder” and “bishop” (“overseer” in 
the NIV) seem interchangeable; it may be that one word refers to the 
position and the other to what they do.  [The elder oversees the life of 
the church]. It would seem that the elders were the primary leaders of 
the local church.   

1 Tim. 3:1-7 (NLT) – “If someone aspires to be an elder, he 
desires an honorable position.’’ So an elder must be a man whose 



life is above reproach. He must be faithful to his wife. He must 
exercise self-control, live wisely, and have a good reputation. He 
must enjoy having guests in his home, and he must be able to 
teach. He must not be a heavy drinker or be violent. He must be 
gentle, not quarrelsome, and not love money. He must manage his 
own family well, having children who respect and obey him. For if a 
man cannot manage his own household, how can he take care of 
God’s church? An elder must not be a new believer, because he 
might become proud, and the devil would cause him to fall. Also, 
people outside the church must speak well of him so that he will 
not be disgraced and fall into the devil’s trap. 
Titus 1:6-9 (NLT) – “An elder must live a blameless life. He must 
be faithful to his wife, and his children must be believers who don’t 
have a reputation for being wild or rebellious. For an elder must 
live a blameless life. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered; 
he must not be a heavy drinker, violent, or dishonest with money. 
Rather, he must enjoy having guests in his home, and he must love 
what is good. He must live wisely and be just. He must live a 
devout and disciplined life. He must have a strong belief in the 
trustworthy message he was taught; then he will be able to 
encourage others with wholesome teaching and show those who 
oppose it where they are wrong. 

b) Deacons 
The primary meaning of deacon is “servant.”  It is clear in Acts 6 that 
the role of the first deacons was to “wait tables.”  They did this for two 
reasons: first, to make sure that the needs of the whole congregation 
were being met; secondly, to enable the apostles to devote themselves 
to the ministry of the Word.  So it would seem that the role of deacon 
is to provide practical support for other ministries.  

1 Tim. 3:8-12 – “In the same way, deacons must be well 
respected and have integrity. They must not be heavy drinkers or 
dishonest with money. They must be committed to the mystery of 
the faith now revealed and must live with a clear conscience. 
Before they are appointed as deacons, let them be closely 
examined. If they pass the test, then let them serve as deacons. In 
the same way, their wives must be respected and must not slander 
others. They must exercise self-control and be faithful in everything 
they do. A deacon must be faithful to his wife, and he must 
manage his children and household well.”  
 

NOTE: The congregation leaders are called “pastors” only once in the NT (in 
Eph. 4:11).  In no case is pastor/shepherd used as a title.  We should 
understand the word in a metaphorical sense as it applies to the tasks of the 



church leader.  The shepherd is to gather, tend, feed, and protect the flock . . . 
so it is with the pastor. 

 
5. The proper response of those served: 

a) Respect  
1 Thess. 5:12-13 – “Respect those who work hard among you, 
who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in 
the highest regard in love because of their work. . .” 
 

b) Submission  
1 Cor. 16:15-16 – “. . . I urge you, brothers, to submit to such as 
these and to everyone who joins in the work, and labors at it.” 

c) Honor  
1 Tim. 5:17 – “The elders who direct the affairs of the church well 
are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is 
preaching and teaching.” 
 

 
  



LESSON 10 
PAUL WRITES ABOUT THE END OF THE AGE 

 
1. Paul's terms for the day of the Lord's return: 

a) "that day"  
b) "the day of Christ"  
c) "the day of Christ Jesus"  
d) "the day of the Lord"  
e) "the day of the Lord Jesus"  
f) "the day of our Lord, Jesus Christ"  

NOTE: Notice whose “day” this is.  Jesus Christ is the hero; He is the victor! 
 
2. The time of Christ's return: 

a) The exact time is unknown. 
1 Thess. 5:2 – “You know very well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night.” 

b) However, we know that it follows the "rebellion" and the 
revelation of the "man of lawlessness."  

2 Thess. 2:3 – “Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that 
day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.” 

 
NOTE: The “man of lawlessness” is revealed . . . his charade is over, 
he will be seen for exactly who he is!  Paul gives more detail about this 
event in vv. 8-10 where he writes: “And then the lawless one will be 
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his 
mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. The coming of the 
lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in 
all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort 
of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because 
they refused to love the truth and so be saved.” 

 
3. Christ's return is a time of judgment and wrath for the unbeliever, 
but a time of redemption and reward for the believer. 

a) Judgment and wrath 
Thess. 1:6-7 – “God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who 
trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as 
well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven 
in blazing fire with his powerful angels.” 

b) Redemption and reward  
2 Tim. 4:8 – “Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing.” 



 
4. Paul's instructions on waiting for that day: 

a) Wait eagerly 
Php. 3:20 – “. . . our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ . . .”   

The heart attitude of the waiting church should be 
characterized by hope, knowing that blessings now 
experienced in part will be complete when Christ returns. 

b) Exercise patience 
Col. 3:3-4 – “. . . your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory.” 

As Peter put it: “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means 
salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote to you 
with the wisdom that God gave him.” – 2 Peter 3:15. 

c) Maintain holiness 
Eph. 5:25-27 (NLT) – “[Christ] gave up his life for [the church] 
to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s 
word. He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church 
without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be 
holy and without fault. 

When Jesus comes, He is coming for His bride. 
d) Be watchful 

1 Thess. 5:3-6 – “While people are saying, "Peace and safety," 
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers, are 
not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You 
are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to 
the night or to the darkness. 
    So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be 
alert and self-controlled.” 

The church must be alert and aware and ready; not lulled to 
sleep by the delay in His coming. 

e) Be faithful 
Titus 2:11-13 – “The grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives 
in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the 
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. . .” 

The church must be consistent in doing the work for which it 
has been called . . . being good stewards of all the Lord has 
placed in our care. 

f) Proclaim the gospel 



2 Tim. 4:2-3 – “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out 
of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and 
careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up 
with sound doctrine.” 

Christians must take advantage of every opportunity to 
speak truth to those who “have ears to hear.”  

 
5. Key points concerning the events of Christ's return: 

a) Christ’s return involves the in-gathering of believers, living 
and dead.  

1 Thess. 4:16-17 – “For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
so we will be with the Lord forever.” 

b) Christ’s return will impact all of creation 
Rom. 8:21 (NLT) – “. . . with eager hope, the creation looks 
forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious 
freedom from death and decay.” 

c) Christ’s return will be accompanied by His angels 
2 Thess. 1:7 – “. . . This will happen when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.” 

d) Christ will return in glory and power 
Titus 2:13 – “ 

e) Our bodies will be transformed 
1 Cor. 15:51-52 – “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 
sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” 

NOTE: Christ Himself is the "firstfruit" of the resurrection of all believers. 
Php. 3:20 – “The Lord Jesus Christ . . . will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

f) Believers have a glorious future 
Col. 3:4 – “When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also 
will appear with him in glory.  

  



LESSON 11 
THE GENERAL EPISTLES: 

The book of Hebrews and the book of James 
 
NOTE: General Epistles are Scriptural letters written to non-designated churches, 
groups of churches, or to the church in general.  The general epistles usually 
carry the name of their author.  The exception is Hebrews whose name reveals 
the letter’s intended first audience.   
 
1. Both Hebrews and James were written with a Jewish-Christian 
audience in mind. 

a) This is explicit in James 
Jas. 1:1 – “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings.” 

NOTE: By the 1st Century, Jews had become scattered throughout the 
Roman Empire.  Nearly every city had a functioning synagogue. 

b) This is implied in Hebrews 
Heb. 1:1 – “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways . . .” 
 
Both Hebrews and James assume that the reader has: 

1) A knowledge of Jewish history. 
2) A knowledge of Jewish traditions. 
3) An acquaintance with the OT in its Greek translation (i.e., 
the Septuagint). 

 
2. Authorship 

a) The author of Hebrews is unknown. There is little internal 
evidence to indicate authorship and tradition is inconsistent. 

1) Paul, Barnabas, and others have been suggested. 
Paul – The argument for Pauline authorship is based 
primarily on similarities in theology.  None of Paul’s other 
books are anonymous, however.  The style of writing is also 
quite different from that found in the accepted Pauline 
epistles. 
Barnabas – In Acts 4:35-36 we read: “Joseph, a Levite 
from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas . . . sold a 
field he owned and brought the money and put it at the 
apostles’ feet.”  From this verse we learn that Barnabas was 
a Levite.   Therefore, we can assume that he would have 
had both knowledge and interest in the priestly functions 
explained in Hebrews.  His close association with Paul would 
account for the similarities in theology.  It is also interesting 
that Tertullian, in a document written around 200 A.D., 



quotes from the book of Hebrews and then attributes the 
writing to Barnabas. 
Apollos – Apollos was suggested by Martin Luther to have 
been the author of Hebrews.  His Alexandrian background 
would account for the nearly exclusive use of the LXX for 
quotations.  He would have been familiar with Pauline 
theology and was known for his eloquence.  There is, 
however, no early tradition to establish his authorship. 
  

b) Tradition holds that James, the half-brother of Jesus, is the 
author of the epistle of James. 

NOTE: James is thought to be the first NT book written.  Josephus 
dates the martyrdom of James in A.D. 62.  It is probable that the book 
was written between A.D. 45 and 48. 

1) James did not believe Jesus during His earthly ministry  
Jn. 7:5 – “. . . even his own brothers did not believe in 
him.” 

2) Jesus appeared to James after His resurrection  
1 Cor. 15:4-8 – “. . . he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, 
and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more 
than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of 
whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then 
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of 
all he appeared to me also,” 

3) James was the leader of the church in Jerusalem. 
There are many who believe that James was the “pastor,” of 
the church in Jerusalem.  This is not made clear in the 
Scripture.  It is significant, though, that James is the one 
who pronounced the final “judgment” when the apostles and 
elders met in Jerusalem in Acts 15 -“When they finished, 
James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me . . . "It is my 
judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for 
the Gentiles who are turning to God.” 

3. The purpose and content of Hebrews: 
a) To demonstrate the superiority of Christ 

1) Over angels (Chapters 1-2). 
2) Over Moses (Chapters 3-4). 
3) Over the priesthood (Chapters 4-7). 
4) Over Judaism (Chapters 8-10). 

b) To encourage Jewish believers to remain faithful (Chapters 
10-13) 

NOTE: Jews of the first Century who followed Jesus faced 
persecution and exclusion from their own Jewish community.  



There was tremendous pressure from family and friends to deny 
their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
4. The purpose and content of James 

a) The focus of James is ethical rather than theological. 
1) James' statements on moral law closely parallel those of 
Jesus Himself. 

You can Dig Deeper by completing the document included in 
this week’s lesson entitled, Parallels in the teaching of James 
and Jesus. 

2) James focuses on the relationship between faith and 
works. 

James 2:14-17 – “What good is it, my brothers, if a man 
claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily 
food. If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep 
warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical 
needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it 
is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 
The point - True faith is active faith. 

 
b) James's instructions are practical in nature. 

1) How to deal with trials and temptations (1:2-18). 
2) The proper response to God's Word (1:19-27). 
3) How faith becomes action (2:1-26). 
4) The importance of speech (3:1-18). 
5) The Christian and the world (4:1-12). 
6) The Christian and wealth (4:13-5:6). 
7) General instruction for the walk of faith (5:7-20). 

  



LESSON 12 
THE GENERAL EPISTLES: 

The letters of Peter, John, and Jude 
 
1. Authorship 

a) The authorship of 1 Peter by the apostle Peter is largely 
unquestioned.  
b) Some critics do question the authenticity of 2 Peter.  

Nevertheless, internal evidence supports authorship by the apostle 
Peter. 

1) The author identifies himself in the first verse. 
2 Pet. 1:1 – “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus 
Christ . . .” 

2) He refers to his presence at the Transfiguration.  
2 Pet. 1:18 – “. . . We ourselves heard this voice that came 
from heaven when we were with him on the sacred 
mountain.”  [i.e., "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 
am well pleased."] 

3) The second letter makes reference to the first and implicitly 
states that both were written by the same person. 

2 Pet. 3:1 – “Dear friends, this is now my second letter to 
you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate 
you to wholesome thinking.” 

c) 1, 2, & 3 John were written by John the apostle, who is also 
the author of the fourth gospel and Revelation. 
d) The author of Jude identifies himself as "the brother of 
James."  

If this is a reference to James, the author of the epistle and leader 
of the Jerusalem church, Jude, like James, would be the half-
brother of Jesus. 

 
2. The purpose and content of 1st Peter 

a) Encouragement to a life of faith (1:13-2:10). 
b) Encouragement to a life of obedience (2:11-3:12). 
c) Encouragement for endurance (3:13-5:11). 

When Peter wrote, “If you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name,” (1 Peter 4:16), 
he was probably writing from Rome to other Jewish Christians.  It 
is significant to note that at this time their suffering came at the 
hands of fellow Jews, not from the Romans. 
 
One of the most encouraging passages in 1 Peter is found in vs. 9 
of the 1st chapter where Peter writes: “You are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you 



may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 
his wonderful light.”  This one verse reminds his readers who they 
are in Christ and the purpose for which they have been called. 

 
3. The purpose and content of 2nd Peter 

a) To encourage steadfastness in the faith and to warn against 
false teaching (1:3-2:22). 

We will see that warning against falling prey to false teachers is a 
common theme throughout the epistles.  We would be fooling 
ourselves if we think that such warnings only applied to Christians 
of the 1st Century!  In 2 Pet. 2:1 Peter writes: “False prophets 
arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers 
among you . . .”  Our protection lies in knowing the Scripture and 
making it our only standard for what we believe and what we do. 
 

b) To present encouragement and instruction regarding the 
return of Christ (3:1-18). 

 
 

4. The purpose and content of Jude 
a) Jude would seem to have a very similar purpose to that of 2 
Peter with respect to warnings against false teachers. 
 
b) There is much similarity between Jude and the 2nd chapter of 
2 Peter. 

1) It is possible that Jude is quoting Peter, or that Peter is quoting 
Jude. 
2) It is possible that both are drawing inspiration from other 
documents that were in use in the early church.  
3) It is possible that the Holy Spirit chose to inspire both to write 
about the same thing. 

 
5. The purpose and content of 1 John 

a) To give assurance of eternal life. 
1 Jn. 5:13 – “I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal 
life.” 

b) To encourage faith and knowledge of the truth. 
c) To warn about false teaching. 

NOTE: John exposes false teaching by putting it alongside the truth.  
Examples: 

1 Jn. 2:22-23 - “Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is 
the Christ. . .  No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever 
acknowledges the Son has the Father also.” 



1 Jn. 4:1-3 – “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not 
from God.” 

 
6. The purpose and content of 2 John 

a) To encourage the church to walk in love and to continue to be 
on their guard against deceivers. 

Vs. 5 – “I am not writing you a new command but one we have 
had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another.” 
Vs. 7 – “Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as 
coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world.” 
Vs. 10 – “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, 
do not take him into your house or welcome him.” 

7. The purpose and contend of 3 John 
a) This is a personal letter to Gaius  

1) it is, therefore, technically not a "general" epistle. 
b) To encourage Gaius in doing good (5-8). 
c) To deal with the specific problem of Diotrephes (9-11). 

  



 

LESSON 13 
JESUS' REVELATION TO JOHN 

 
1. The book of Revelation is commonly called "the 
Apocalypse."  

a) The term comes from the Greek word which means "a revealing" or "an 
uncovering."  
b) Its purpose is not to cover or obscure the truth but to reveal the plans 
and the workings of God. 

NOTE: Many people avoid reading the book of Revelation and, as a result, 
miss out on a promised blessing . . . Rev. 1:3 says: “Blessed is the one who 
reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take 
to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.” 

 
2. The book was written by the apostle John during the latter part of 
the reign of the emperor Domitian (A.D. 81-96). 

a) The Emperor was a persecutor of the church who insisted upon 
Emperor worship.  John was exiled to Patmos for his refusal to worship 
the Emperor.  The situation of the church in the latter part of the 1st 
Century provides the historical background for Revelation 
 

3. The book is addressed to the seven churches in the Roman province 
of Asia.   

Rev. 1:4-5 – “John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace 
and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who 
is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the 
kings of the earth.” 

 
  



4. The structure of the book: 
a) The Revelation contains seven major sections: 

1) Seven Churches (1-3) 
Ephesus 
Smyrna 
Pergamum 
Thyatira 
Sardis 
Philadelphia 
Laodicea 

a) The order of the letters may have been geographical – 
a traveler would have come upon the cities in this order. 
b) Some believe that these churches were chosen in this 
order because they shared general characteristics with 
the church as a whole at different periods during the 
church age.   

NOTE: Promises to "overcomers" in the letters to the 
seven churches in Chapters 2-3 . . . 

1-Right to eat from the tree of life 
2-Not to be hurt by the second death 
3-Hidden manna, white stone with a new name 
4-Have authority over nations 
5-Be acknowledged before God the Father 
6-Will always have a place in the Temple of God 
7-Sit with Christ on His throne 

2) Seven Seals (4-7) 
3) Seven Trumpets (8-11) 
4) Seven Characters (12-14) 

Woman clothed with the Sun 
Great Dragon 
Male Chile 
Michael 
Beast from the Sea 
Beast from the Earth 
Babylon the Great 

5) Seven Bowls (15-16) 
6) Seven-fold Destruction 

Mystery Babylon 
Nations 
Kings 
Captains 
Mighty Men 
First Beast 
False Prophet (second beast) 

7) Seven major events 



Binding of Satan 
Reign of Christ with the Saints 
Loosing of Satan 
The Battle 
Fire from Heaven 
Judgment 
New Heaven and New Earth 

b) Each section covers essentially the same span of time -- what 
we might call the "church age;" the period from Christ's 
ascension to His return. 
c) Sections II-VII end with a figurative description of the "day of 
the Lord." Note the common elements. 

1) Section II - 6:12-17 – “There was a great earthquake. The sun 
turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned 
blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a 
fig-tree when shaken by a strong wind. The sky receded like a scroll, 
rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 
Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the 
mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the 
rocks of the mountains. They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall 
on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from 
the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come, and 
who can stand?" 

 
2) Section III - 11:13-19 – “At that very hour there was a severe 
earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand people 
were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and gave 
glory to the God of heaven. 
    The second woe has passed; the third woe is coming soon. The 
seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, which said: "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom 
of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever." And the 
twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on 
their faces and worshipped God, saying: "We give thanks to you, Lord 
God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have taken 
your great power and have begun to reign. The nations were angry; and 
your wrath has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for 
rewarding your servants the prophets and your saints and those who 
reverence your name, both small and great—and for destroying those 
who destroy the earth." Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and 
within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant. And there came 
flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a 
great hailstorm.” 

3) Section IV - 14:14-20 -  
4) Section V - 16:17-21 
5) Section VI - 19:11-21 
6) Section VII - 20:9-10 



 
5. The major theme of the book is:  

VICTORY BELONGS TO CHRIST! 
The primary purpose of biblical prophecy is to remind God’s people 
that He is in charge.  This book informs and instructs the church 
that God’s triumph is certain! 


